VOLUNTEER BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS DESCRIPTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Serving on West Whiteland Township’s Boards and Commissions can provide residents with an excellent opportunity to participate in the governing of their community.  Not only do volunteers become educated regarding local government procedures but they also have an opportunity to help guide the future of their Township.  The following information provides a brief description of the responsibilities and activities of each volunteer Board and Commission.

If you are interested in serving on a Board or Commission, we recommend that you attend one or more of their meetings and then submit a letter of intent along with a brief resume to the Township Manager.

BOARD OF AUDITORS

Members:


3

Term of Office:

Six Years

Appointment Process:

Elected in General Election

Meetings:


1st Tuesday in January, 6:00 PM at the Township Building





Additional meeting scheduled as needed 

The Board of Auditors typically is tasked with the duty of reviewing the audit of the Township finances.  Because West Whiteland Township contracts with an independent public accounting firm, the accounting firm typically prepares the audit and reviews it with the Board of Auditors. 

PENSION BOARD  

Members:


7

Term of Office:

One Year

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors

Meetings:


4th Wednesday of April, July, October and January at 12:00 noon

If your interests lie in the area of investments, this Board is for you.  West Whiteland Township has a consolidated Pension Board.  This means that the current Pension Board oversees the investments of both the Police and Non-Uniform Pension plans.  The Pension Board directs the investments of Pension Funds.  The Township currently contracts with an investment firm to manage the investments of the Pension funds.  The Commission meets quarterly with the pension investment firm to review the performance of the investment portfolio.  

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMISSION

Members:


5

Term of Office:

Four-Year Term

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors

Meetings:


1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM

The Municipal Services Commission provides recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding the design, purchase or construction of improvements pertaining to the sanitary sewage system, solid waste program and such other tasks as may be designated from time to time by the Board of Supervisors.  Additionally, the MSC has been designated as the appeal Board for the Building and Plumbing codes.  The commission monitors activities and remediation of EPA or DEP contaminated sites.

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Members:


7 

Term of Office:

4 Years

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors
Meetings:


3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM 

There could not be a more exciting time for the Park and Recreation Commission!  The Township is currently developing two new parks.  Boot Road Park will be the Township’s largest community park with 50 acres on two sides of Boot Road.  The other park is Exton Park which is over 700 acres and is being developed cooperatively with Chester County as a regional park.  The Park and Recreation Commission plays an important, active role in the planning and development process for both these parks.  The Park and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory role to the Board of Supervisors regarding the activities of the Parks and Recreation Department.  These activities include but are not limited to making recommendations on park development, long term planning initiatives for park needs and recreation department programs. 

FRIENDS OF THE PARK

Members:


7 to 8 

Term of Office:

Indefinitely

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors

Meetings:


2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM and the Holiday Inn 

Express

The Friends of the Park (FOP) was established in 1992 to develop a summer concert series for the enjoyment of the area residents.  The concerts have been an overwhelming success and attendance is over 7,000 per summer, including an annual Independence Day celebration with an extended concert as well as fireworks.  The FOP members help solicit sponsors for the concerts, as well as reviewing and selecting the performers.  The members also volunteer at the concerts handing out programs, etc.  This group meets quarterly in the evening.

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Members:


10 

Term of Office:

5 Years

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors

Meeting Time:


2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM.

Have an interest in local history, genealogy or historic preservation? Working with West Whiteland Township's Historical Commission can give you the opportunity to put those interests and/or skills to practical use.  At our monthly meetings and periodic site visits we have the opportunity to study and review just about anything happening to or around the hundreds of historic resources located throughout our township.  Working with our consultants, we make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission on plans which may impact the Township's historical resources.  Additionally, we share our knowledge and resources with owners of historic resources, in an effort to protect and preserve West Whiteland's historic character.  We also maintain a current survey of the Township's historic resources, and review and update their condition on an annual basis.
PLANNING COMMISSION

Members:


7 

Term of Office:

4 Years

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors

Meeting Time:


1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM at the Township 

Building

The Planning Commission provides a great opportunity for residents of West Whiteland Township to give back to their community and to help guide their Township into the future.  The Commission serves in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors.  The members review subdivision and land development applications and elicit testimony from the applicants appearing at the meetings to help the members formulate a recommendation to forward onto the Board of Supervisors.  In addition, the duties of the Planning Commission include periodically updating the Township Comprehensive Plan, Zoning and Subdivision and Land Development ordinances, which are submitted to the Board of Supervisors in the form of recommendations, and other such activities the Board of Supervisors may request of the Planning Commission pursuant to the Municipal Planning Code.

ZONING HEARING BOARD

Members:


3 

Term of Office:

3 Years

Appointment Process:

Appointed by Board of Supervisors

Meeting Time:


Varying Wednesdays at 7:30 PM at the Township Building

The Zoning Hearing Board conducts hearings and makes decisions on appeals from the Zoning Officer, challenges to the validity of the zoning ordinance or map, challenges to the validity of the subdivision and land development ordinance, and variances.  The Zoning Hearing Board meets Wednesday evenings as determined by the pending application schedule.

