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1.
Call to Order.

Vice Chairman Keith Choper called to order the first February meeting of the West Whiteland Township Board of Supervisors at 6:50 p.m. in the Municipal Building.  Mrs. Snyder was absent. Those present besides Mr. Choper were as follows:




   William Herbert - Member

          

          Christine Smeltzer - Township Manager



         Joe Roscioli - Public Works Director




         John Weller - Planning & Zoning Director




          Beth Butch - Finance Director




         Mark Moses - Interim Code Officer/Assistant Zoning Officer/Fire Marshal 



       Steven Soles - Solicitor


                 Patricia Launi - Recording Secretary

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Mr. Choper, Vice Chairman, led the group with the recitation of the pledge of allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

There was no public comment.

MONTHLY REPORTS/ANNUAL REPORT:
Monthly Reports were provided to the Board of Supervisors by Joe Roscioli, Public Works Director, Ralph Burton, Chief of Police, Christine Smeltzer, Township Manager, John Weller, Director of Planning and Zoning, Beth Butch, Finance Director, Mark Moses, Interim Code Officer/Assistant Zoning Officer/Fire Marshall, the Fire Company, and an Annual Report was submitted by Christine Smeltzer, Township Manager.   All reports are on file for public review.  

Public Works:
· Mr. Choper asked why the Township repaired laterals that were owned by the property owner. Mr. Roscioli replied that the lateral Mr. Choper was referring to was owned by the Township.
· Mr. Choper asked what the status was of the Perna development.  Mr. Roscioli replied that from a construction standpoint, Perna was complete except for basin work that would be done in the spring.
· Mr. Choper commented that the Road Department did a good job on snow removal.

Township Manager:  
· Mr. Choper asked what EPZ Emergency Workers was.  Mr. Moses explained that every two years the Fire Department did a drill with FEMA in relation to decontaminating emergency workers.  Ms. Smeltzer stated that there was a seminar regarding EPZ Emergency Workers that she had placed on a Staff Meeting Agenda to see if any staff needed to attend.
Finance:
· Mr. Choper stated that the spreadsheet that showed who owed the Township money was helpful, and asked that it be added to the Finance Monthly Report.

· Mr. Choper referred to the Mailer +4 software and stated that a mailing was sent to businesses within the Township under the solid waste program.  He stated that the mailing went out under first class mail and asked why it could not be run through the Mailer +4 software in order to realize postage savings.  Mrs. Launi replied that she would check with Mrs. Serino regarding how the mailing was being processed.

Code Department:
· Mr. Choper stated that Mr. Moses was keeping track of the Town Center Lights, which was very helpful.  Mr. Moses said that those that were repaired have been maintained.
Treasurer’s Report:

The Treasurer’s Report is on file for the public's review.

On motion by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper, the Treasurer’s Report dated December 31, 2006, in the amount of $47,814,848.94, was unanimously approved, as presented.  

Accounts Payable Warrant Report:

Mr. Choper presented the Accounts Payable Warrant Report dated February 13, 2007, listing check numbers 29382 through 29535, with a voided check 29515 and a manual check 2298  totaling $1,181,755.09. Mr. Choper questioned the TCA check, and Mrs. Butch explained that there were two checks.   Check 29516 for TCA in regard to Sunoco and Check 29515 for TCA, which was voided.  She said the approval of payment to TCA would be in the amount of $2,574.65.  

Mr. Herbert inquired as to whether the field notes for SSM were better, because in the past they were vague.  The response was “yes” SSM’s field notes were better.

On motion by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper, the Accounts Payable Warrant Report dated February 13, 2007, for a total expenditure of Township funds of $1,181,755.09 that included checks 29382 through 29535, with the addition of a manual check 2298 and the voiding of check 29515 was unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Ordinance 341 – Amendment to Chapter 325, Zoning, Article XVII

2.
Ordinance 342 – Amendment to Chapter 276, Adding Article V – Streets and 
Sidewalks

Mr. Choper asked for public comment on the Ordinances, and there was none.  Mr. Herbert stated that there was previous public discussion of the Ordinances, and they were available for public review.


A motion was made by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper to enact Ordinance 341 amending the West Whiteland Code of Ordinances, Chapter 325 – Zoning, Article XVII – Signs, Section 325-95 General Regulations by amending Sections 325-95.A(f) and 325-95.A(5) Regulating the Removal of Signs in Rights of Way and to enact Ordinance 342 amending the West Whiteland Code of Ordinances, Chapter 276 – Streets and Sidewalks adding a New Article V – Signs Containing Section 276-16 Prohibiting Signs in a Right of Way, Section 276-17 containing exceptions to the Prohibition of Signs in a Right of Way, and Section 276-18 Providing for Enforcement.  The motion was unanimously approved.
3.
Ordinance 343 – Amendment to Chapter 292, Article III – Realty Transfer Tax

A motion was made by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper to enact Ordinance 343 amending Chapter 292, Article III of the Code of the Township of West Whiteland, known as the West Whiteland Township Realty Transfer Tax Ordinance, to Authorize the Department of Revenue of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to Determine, Collect, and Enforce the Township’s Realty Transfer Tax, Establish Interest Rates and Penalties, and Miscellaneous Rules and Regulations.  The motion was unanimously approved.

4. Commerce Bank Bridge Color

The discussion on the above matter was tabled until the February 27, 2007 meeting.  Mr. Herbert asked who maintained the bridge at Exton Square Mall.  Who would maintain the bridge at Commerce Bank; the Township or Commerce Bank?  Mr. Roscioli replied that maintenance of the bridge had not been addressed.  Commerce Bank owned and maintained the sidewalk: therefore, the bridge was the sidewalk and they should maintain it.  Mr. Herbert asked if there was anything in the Township’s Ordinances that would allow the Township to tell the owner that the bridge needed to be maintained i.e. painted, etc.  How would the Township address with the owner any maintenance issues such as the side rails peeling and severe rust? Mr. Roscioli was not aware of any Township Ordinance that would address those issues.  Mr. Herbert did note that the bridge at Exton Square Mall was rusting and needed to be maintained.  Mr. Roscioli replied that bridge was owned by Exton Square Mall, and should be maintained by them.  
NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Authorization to Advertise Ordinance to Amend Chapter 253, Sewer Rental Fees

Mr. Choper asked what “paid” meant?  Did it mean the date it was received by the Township or the post mark date?  Mrs. Butch said that “paid” for sewer billing purposes was the post mark date.  Mr. Choper asked if a sewer bill was unpaid within 30 days of the billing date, it would be deemed delinquent and interest would be applied if unpaid after 60 days.  When it was deemed delinquent, was it subject to the delinquency charge?  Mrs. Butch replied “yes.”  They would receive a 10 percent penalty and if it would be late for another month, then interest would accrue. Mr. Choper asked if developers were charged delinquency fees after 30 days or interest fees after 60 days.  Mrs. Butch replied that developers were charged after 90 days.  Mr. Choper asked why?  Mrs. Butch explained why the Township did not charge interest until after 90 days, because there were times when the billing information would be incorrect and not reach the appropriate person or place in a timely fashion. 

A motion was made by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper to authorize the advertisement of the proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 253, Sewer Rental Fees.  The motion was unanimously approved.

2.
Authorizing the Transfer of a Computer to the Fire Company

A motion was made by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper to authorize the transfer of a computer to the West Whiteland Fire Company.  The motion was unanimously approved.
3.
Sewer Easement – Coley Pontiac/Buick/GMC


Mr. Roscioli said that the sanitary sewer easement ran westward off of Whitford Road and north of Waterloo Boulevard.  The sanitary sewer served Coley, Sloan, and Porter/Painter.  Mr. Herbert asked if Coley had to remove the septic tank.  Mr. Roscioli explained the process.  Mr. Choper stated that as part of the approved Conditional Use, Coley was to abandon the septic tank and hook-up to public sewer.  They also were to assess the subsurface conditions around the septic tank to confirm that contaminates had not been dumped into the septic tank that did not belong there. Mr. Choper asked if those conditions would still be applicable, since Coley did not pursue the Conditional Use.  Mr. Weller replied that the conditions of the Conditional Use would not be enforceable.  The requirement to inspect the area around the septic tank was tied to the Conditional Use.  Mr. Choper asked if Coley decided to proceed with the approved Conditional Use, would those terms then be applicable.  Mr. Weller replied “yes.”

A motion was made by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper to approve the Sanitary Sewer Easement – Coley Pontiac/Buick/GMC over the property of Porter/Painter just west of Whitford Road that served Coley Pontiac, Sloan Ford, Waterloo Gardens, and the Porter/Painter property.  The motion was unanimously approved.
4.
Authorizing a Proposal for Legal Services (PC and HC Counsel)


The above issue was tabled.
HEARINGS:

1.
Nirav Hospitality (Hotel) Conditional Use

The continued hearing for the Nirav Hospitality (Hotel) Conditional Use was continued to March 13, 2007, at the request of the applicant.
2.
SEPTA Conditional Use


The continued hearing for the SEPTA Conditional Use was continued to February 27, 2007, at the request of the applicant.

3.
Giant Foods Conditional Use


The Township received notice that Giant Foods withdrew its Conditional Use application.

4.
Sunoco Conditional Use


The Sunoco Conditional Use was continued to March 13, 2007, at the request of the applicant.
MINUTES:


1. Approval of Minutes: 
January 18, 2007






January 23, 2007

A motion was made by Mr. Herbert, seconded by Mr. Choper to approve the January 23, 2007 minutes, as corrected.  The motion was unanimously approved.  


The January 18, 2007 minutes would be approved at the February 27, 2007 meeting.


Mr. Choper asked Ms. Smeltzer if the Township had requested an extension of the March 1, 2007 deadline for the Breach Analysis that was to be done on the Exton Park Pond Dam.  Ms. Smeltzer replied that she would check to see if the request had been made.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

There were no announcements.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:21 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patricia A. Launi







Recording Secretary
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