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1.
Call to Order.
Chairman Diane Snyder called to order the second April meeting of the West Whiteland Township Board of Supervisors at approximately 6:40 p.m. in the Municipal Building.  Those present besides Mrs. Snyder were as follows:

                                         Keith Choper -  Vice Chairman




     William Herbert -  Member 
                                Christine Smeltzer  - Township Manager

   


         Joe Roscioli  -  Public Works Director




         Steve Soles  -  Solicitor




        Ralph Burton - Chief of Police

                                         Pat Layman  -  Recording Secretary
2.
Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. Snyder, Chairman, led the group with the recitation of the pledge of allegiance. 

3.
Recognition of 25 Years of Service


The Board of Supervisors recognized Len Shirk for 25 years of dedicated service to the Township by presenting him with a watch.  Mrs. Snyder described Mr. Shirk as dependable, a self-starter, and a valuable team player with a great work ethic.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  

There was no public comment.   
NEW BUSINESS:
1.  
Award of Towing Bid


The four bids received were reviewed by the Township Solicitor.  Two of the four bidders met the criteria necessary to be considered.  The bidder with the lowest bid unit was Future Towing Services, Inc., d/b/a Whitford Towing, Inc.  


Mr. Choper asked if the Township would be monitoring all charges to motorists and/or insurance companies for towing initiated by the Police Department in accordance with the contract, to make sure that the charges were, in fact, in accordance with the rates and practices set forth in the contract.  Chief Burton said the charges would be monitored.  Mr. Soles said the monitoring provision was required by the contract.  The contractor would be required to submit copies of the invoices to the Police Department on a monthly basis.  Chief Burton said either Lieutenant Meacham or Yvette Johnson would verify the invoices.  
Mrs. Snyder asked if the contract was a one-year contract.  Mr. Soles said it was, but noted that there was an option for the Township to terminate or extend the contract.  Mr. Soles would send the form contract to the contractor, who would be required to sign and return the contract within 30 days.  The contract would be effective as soon as the signed contract and all required insurance certificates were returned to the Township.  

A motion was made by Mr. Choper to award the Towing and Storage of Vehicles Bid to Future Towing Services, Inc., d/b/a Whitford Towing, Inc. for the unit rates listed in the bid documents.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Snyder and unanimously approved.

MONTHLY REPORTS:
Accounts Payable Warrant Report

Mr. Herbert asked that the Finance Department provide the Board with an estimate of how much staff time was spent on refunds.


Mr. Herbert made a motion to approve the Accounts Payable Warrant Report dated April 19, 2007, for check nos. 29923 through 30024, in the amount of $142,602.33, with manual checks to bring the revised total to $143,372.29.  Seconded by Mrs. Snyder.  Mr. Choper abstained.

Parks and Recreation Department:
· Miller Park Boardwalk:  Mrs. Snyder said the Board had a lengthy discussion with Ed Culp, of the Parks Department, about replacing boards in the boardwalk.  He was given direction to get the job done in a timely manner and with the proper materials, rather than continuing in a piecemeal fashion.  
· Mr. Choper asked about a resident’s question regarding batting practice on the tennis courts.  Mr. Choper asked if the playing of baseball was allowed at Miller Park.  Mrs. Hanel said it was not prohibited.  Mr. Choper pointed out that golf was prohibited and noted that he saw some similarities between golf and baseball as far as safety and the potential for endangering another person.  Mrs. Hanel said she would refer the matter to the Parks and Recreation Commission and would also poll some other recreation departments to see what their rules were.
· Mrs. Snyder asked why a resident was calling about the status of the Mill Valley stormwater project.  Mrs. Hanel said the resident was concerned with the status of the outlet structure at the pond in Mill Valley Park.  She said the problem was with the piping leading to the structure, so the Public Works Department was brought in.  Cost estimates took a long time to acquire.  The necessary materials were purchased in 2006, and the work was scheduled to be done in 2007.  Mrs. Hanel said it was not a serious problem that needed immediate attention.  Running water could be heard, and the resident was concerned about the potential for a sink hole.

· Field Unplayable Signs:  Mrs. Snyder asked if the signs were official Township signs that allowed for Police enforcement.  Mrs. Hanel said the signs were photocopied and laminated and stated that the field was unplayable – “please stay off until further notice.”  She said they were the same signs used in Miller Park.  Mrs. Hanel said the signs could not say “by order of the Police” because there was not a park rule that prohibited the use of a field designated as unplayable.  Mr. Choper asked if there should be a rule prohibiting the use of a field designated as unplayable.  Mrs. Hanel said that would conflict with the Use Agreements with Exton Little League and West Side Little League.  She said the Little Leagues maintain the fields except for the once weekly cutting.  If the fields were ruined by using them when they were unplayable, the Little Leagues would suffer.  Mr. Choper asked if the Police were advised when a field was posted unplayable.  Mrs. Hanel replied “yes.”
Mrs. Snyder announced that this was Mrs. Hanel’s final presentation before the Board of Supervisors.  Mrs. Snyder thanked Mrs. Hanel for her years of service to the Township and community and wished her the best of luck in her new position.   Mr. Choper and Mr. Herbert also thanked Mrs. Hanel and wished her luck.

Other Department Items:

Mrs. Snyder asked if any citations had been sent to a particular resident who was in violation of Township Ordinances.  Ms. Smeltzer explained that citations were issued when Mr. Moses was taking someone before the Magistrate.  Prior to that step, violation notices were issued directing the individual to cease the violation.  A violation notice had been issued to the resident in question, and the 30 day time frame within which the individual had to comply had not yet run out.  Mrs. Snyder requested copies of the violation notices and wanted to be kept informed of any communications and/or actions taken regarding the situation.  
Ms. Smeltzer said that an average of 20 violation notices were sent per month to various violators.  She noted that there was a section on violations in the Codes Department monthly report, and suggested that copies of the citations issued could be attached to the monthly report.  Mrs. Snyder said whenever she was approached by a resident to take action on a matter, she wanted to know every single thing that happened to resolve the issue.  She added that while she may not want to see every citation for every single violator, she did want to see ones that she had a personal commitment to.
Mrs. Snyder said she had asked for a written Memorandum of what happened at the meeting that Mr. Weller and Mr. Roscioli attended with the Coeway Lane Association, stating who was in attendance and the issues discussed.  Mr. Roscioli and Mr. Weller would provide a Memo.
Mr. Herbert said he had made a suggestion that when a violation notice was sent to a lessee, a copy should also be sent to the landlord.  Ms. Smeltzer said she would communicate that to Mr. Moses.  

Mr. Herbert said he was waiting for a response on how temporary/permanent signs would be handled, and asked that the issue be added to the Action Item List.  He said that such signs should not be allowed to remain indefinitely with the owner paying a fee every month.  Mrs. Snyder suggested that Mr. Moses add a section on signage enforcement to his monthly report.  
OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Police Pension Ordinance


A letter had not yet been received from the Police Officers Association (POA).  Mrs. Snyder said the suggestion had been made that Staff draft a letter including everything that was needed and submit it for signature.  Mrs. Snyder said the issue was two-fold: identify who should sign the letter, and that was Kurtis Rainey, and secondly identify the exact document that he reviewed.  Mr. Choper suggested the version of the Ordinance reviewed be attached to the letter signed by Mr. Rainey.  The letter needed to state that the POA’s attorney had reviewed the attached Pension Ordinance (include identifying criteria, such as date) and approved of it.  
2.  
Whiteland Wood Off-Site Improvements Maintenance Bond and Agreement

Mrs. Snyder said the amount of the Bond was 15% of the cost of construction.  Mr. Roscioli said the contractor would do the grading in question.  

Mrs. Snyder made the motion to authorize the Township to enter into the Agreement and to release the original Performance Bond #08823994 for the Whiteland Woods off-site improvements, the value of the Maintenance Bond being $155,925.00.  Seconded by Mr. Herbert and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS: (Continued)

2.  Resolution 2007-04 Disposition of Files – Finance


Mr. Choper made the motion to adopt Resolution 2007-04 for the disposition of municipal records as delineated in the Resolution.  Seconded by Mr. Herbert and unanimously approved.

HEARINGS:

1.
SEPTA Conditional Use


The SEPTA Conditional Use hearing was opened and continued at the request of the applicant to May 8, 2007.
PLANS:

1.
T-Mobile Northeast


T-Mobile granted the Township an extension of time to review and act upon the preliminary/final application for approval of plan for land development submitted September 28, 2006, for an additional thirty days to June 1, 2007.  The Board reserved its option to review the application as a preliminary land development plan.

MINUTES:


Corrections were made to page 4, first paragraph, of the March 22, 2007 minutes.  “CATO” was changed to “CCATO” on lines 12 and 14.


A motion was made by Mr. Choper, seconded by Mr. Herbert, to approve the March 22, 2007 minutes, as corrected.  The motion was unanimously approved.


A motion was made by Mrs. Snyder and seconded by Mr. Choper to approve the March 27, 2007 minutes, as corrected.  The motion was approved by a vote 2-0-1.  Mr. Herbert abstained.

Mrs. Snyder requested that the first five pages of the March 22, 2007 minutes be forwarded to Representative Duane Milne for his file.  

Announcements         

Mrs. Snyder announced that the Board of Supervisors met in Executive Session prior to the public meeting to discuss matters of personnel.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Pat Layman
Recording Secretary
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