
WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Minutes of the Meeting

April 17, 2007
Members present: Chairman, Stewart Feinberg, Vice Chair, Tom DiRocco, Mermie Karger, Raju Kumbhardare, Dave Bove and Robin Conlon
Staff present: Christine Smeltzer, Township Manager, Carolyn Hanel, Director of Parks and Recreation, Ed Culp, Parks Superintendent, Janice Gottesfeld, Adm. Asst.
Guests present: Township Supervisors Keith Choper and Diane Snyder, Todd Peterson, Jim Juric
Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance – Chairman Feinberg called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. Mr. Feinberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Feinberg asked for a moment of silence in honor and memory of the Virginia Tech students who were killed in a school shooting on April 16.
1.) Approval of the Minutes for March 20, 2007 – Mr. Bove moved that the minutes be approved as presented. Mr. Kumbhardare seconded the motion. The March minutes were approved unanimously.
2.) Public Comment – None

3.) Commissioners’ Reports 
a.) Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society (PRPS) Convention Report – Mrs. Karger submitted a written report prior to the meeting. Mr. Kumbhardare said one solution offered for the inactivity crisis would be to encourage more walking in our communities. Mrs. Karger briefly spoke on PRPS speaker Mark Fenton’s concept of “Livable Communities”. Mr. Feinberg suggested that a more practical discussion concerning making West Whiteland a “walkable” community be put on next month’s agenda. Mrs. Karger thanked the Township for sending the Commissioners to this very informative day.
b.) Mr. Feinberg attended “Financing Municipal Recreation in Parks” session at PRPS convention. The session covered “how to make the best use of the money you have”.
c.) Mr. Kumbhardare suggested a tour of the parks and facilities for the Commission.
d.) BOS April 10 Meeting – Mrs. Karger attended, there was no PRC monthly report.
e.) Friends of the Park – Mr. DiRocco attended and reported the FOP was halfway to their fundraising goal. Mr. DiRocco presented the idea that the FOP accepts contributions for Chester County Cares at the concerts. This is currently under review by the FOP.
f.) A brief discussion concerning walking access to the Exton train station took place; Mr. Kumbhardare said he would contact Norfolk Southern about accessing their unused rail bed.
g.) Mission Statement – There was a general discussion concerning the current statement. Mr. Feinberg brought up the issues of environmental stewardship, promoting recycling, use of biofuels and energy conservation. It was decided that the statement would read as follows(see underlined phrase): “To enhance the quality of life in West Whiteland Township by preserving acquiring and developing open space and by offering passive and active recreation opportunities in an environmentally sensitive manner for the people who live and work in the community.”

4.) Monthly Reports – Mrs. Hanel presented her report and asked if the Commission had any questions or comments.
· Noted the success of the Easter Egg Hunt, especially with the special needs population.
· Mr. Kumbhardare requested the results of the aeration be emailed to the PRC.

· Mr. Feinberg suggested the possibility of opening the park and not the athletic fields.
· Mrs. Hanel suggested not opening the fields for competitive play until the fall. 
· Mrs. Hanel said the punchlist must be completed before the park is opened.

· Mrs. Karger said she would like to see more West Whiteland residents using parks in different ways. This may be accomplished by an outside private company providing services or in the future have the Township run programs.
5.) Parks
a.) Boot Road Park 
· Mr. Feinberg asked now that Mrs. Hanel is resigning, who will be the point person in working with the contractor on the completion of the punchlist, Schoor DePalma? Ms. Smeltzer said to contact her as the point person; Schoor DePalma, Mr. Roscioli and Mr. Gordon are working together on this project.
· Mr. DiRocco suggested the idea of penalties and incentives for the development of the North side of Boot Road Park.
· Mrs. Karger posed the question is there a way Exton Park can be used by the residents along with the development of the park.

· Ms. Conlon suggested an updated communication to the residents on the website. Mr. Choper suggested the staff update this with PRC sending comments to Ms. Smeltzer.
b.) Exton Park Dam
· April 26 – Pre-application meeting with DEP. Indication what issues DEP has with the option for partial diversion. Ideas and options will be discussed. This will help in the development of the RFP. Ms. Smeltzer will attend this meeting.
c.) Ship Road Park RFP 
· Mrs. Hanel will prepare the RFP and share with the PRC for their input.
d.) Miller Park
· Mrs. Hanel discussed how the Parks Maintenance Dept. was proceeding with the remediation of the damaged boards.

· Grant application has been made for funding assistance to finish up the project.

· Mr. Culp suggested completing the project by sanding and staining the boards in place.
· Remediated boards are in good shape.

· A suggestion was made to do the project all at once instead of as needed or in smaller batches. Mr. Culp will do a cost analysis with 2 options for the Commission.
6.) Old Business 
a.) Manor One Field Damage
· Mrs. Hanel summarized for the group the vandalism to the Manor One Little League field. She also provided informational materials concerning this issue: a chronology of events, copy of the original police incident report, Mr. Herman’s email and some photos of the damage.
· Township offered to do the repair to the field.
· Damage was repaired by Exton Little League by the Brickman Group.
b.) Appraisal of the Williamson property
· Review of past memos and request for appraisal.(2005, 2006)
· Waiting for permission from the Township Supervisors (BOS) to obtain the appraisal.
· Once this happens the Township may proceed with acquisition grant for 50% of the cost, the appraisal is the first step in this process.

c.) Kistler Landscape project – There was a brief discussion involving the pros and cons of the proposed project on Route 100 with the following concerns from the Parks Dept.:
· Excessive road salt

· Location may be dangerous to maintain.
· Suggest the PRC revisit this project and as an alternative to the project help create beds alongside Miller Park lll walkway making a garden entrance to the walkway.

· At this point Penndot maintains the triangle on Route 100, as soon as we implement the new landscaping it will be the Township’s responsibility.

· Commission members agreed Mrs. Hanel should offer Mr. Kistler both projects and have him decide.
d.) Great Pennsylvania Clean Up – Mrs. Hanel reported it was scheduled for Saturday, April 21. A volunteer Girl Scout Troop will be cleaning trash at Ship Road Park and Meadowbrook Manor Park. 
e.) Earth Day – Scheduled for April 23 at Miller Park starting at 9:15 until 2:30 pm. The following activities are planned: Stream Study by Brandywine Valley Association, GPS and Geocaching by John Savarese, Schoor DePalma, Norman Lazarus, the Enviroscape presented by Glenn Nelson of Chester County and an art mural West Whiteland Township. Ms. Gottesfeld invited the PRC members to please attend if it fit their schedule.
7.) New Business 
a.) Parks and Recreation Commission applications – 
· Mrs. Karger stated she would like to see the vacant positions on the commission filled.
· Mrs. Karger asked for an update on the application process for new commissioners.

· Township Manager Smeltzer said that the applicants had received an email from Pat Launi acknowledging their applications.

· The Board of Supervisors agenda is extremely full with time sensitive matters; as soon as time permits they will review applications.

· Ms. Conlon and Mr. DiRocco both stated the commission is currently larger than it has been in the last 8 years and they are not too concerned.
· Mr. DiRocco said all applicants are welcome to attend the meetings and show their interest.
· Ms. Smeltzer added they are pleased with the applicants and will talk to them as soon as possible.
b.) Two Resolutions were introduced at this time by Chairman Feinberg:

1. The West Whiteland Parks and Recreation Commission recognizes with great pride the receipt by West Whiteland Parks and Recreation Director Carolyn Hanel of the Distinguished Member Award from the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society at its’ annual meeting in Hershey, Pennsylvania on March 27, 2007. 

We congratulate her on this well deserved honor, which is given to PRPS members who have made outstanding contributions or demonstrated an ongoing commitment to some facet of the field of Recreation and Parks.

2. The West Whiteland Parks and Recreation Commission notes with deep regret the resignation of Carolyn Hanel, the Director of the West Whiteland Parks and Recreation Department, effective April 25, 2007. We have greatly appreciated her deep commitment over the past 8 ½ years to improving the quality of life of the residents of West Whiteland Township through Parks and Recreation and in the development of the Boot Road and Exton Parks. We wish her well as Director of Administrative Services/Parks and Recreation Director in Warrington Township, Bucks County.

· Both resolutions passed unanimously by the Parks and Recreation Commission.

8.) Adjournment – Mr. Bove moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Conlon seconded the motion. Chair Feinberg adjourned the meeting at 8:42 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Janice K. Gottesfeld
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