
WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Minutes of the Meeting
February 20, 2007
Members present: Chairman, Stewart Feinberg, Vice Chair, Tom DiRocco, Mermie Karger, Raju Kumbhardare, Dave Bove and Robin Conlon
Staff present: Ed Culp, Parks Superintendent, Janice Gottesfeld, Adm. Asst.
Absent: Carolyn Hanel, Director of Parks and Recreation
Guests present: Township Supervisors Keith Choper and Diane Snyder, Mike Dowger, Denise Welte, Todd Peterson, Vic Arya and Joe Paul
1.) Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance – Chairman Feinberg called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Mr. Feinberg welcomed the guests and asked them to introduce themselves and state the purpose of attending the meeting.  Mr. Feinberg led the Pledge of Allegiance.
2.) Approval of the Minutes for December 11, 2006 and January 16, 2007 – Dave Bove moved that the December Minutes be approved as presented. Mermie Karger seconded the motion and the December Minutes were approved unanimously. Ms. Karger moved to approve the January 16 Minutes as presented. Mr. Kumbhardare seconded the motion and the January 16, 2007 Minutes passed unanimously.
3.) Public Comment – Mr. Feinberg asked if there was any public comment at this time.
a.) Vik Arya of the United Cricket Club gave a brief presentation on Cricket and his request for a field in West Whiteland Township, highlights of the presentation:
· The club needs approximately 4 acres.
· The club is requesting a playing field in Exton Park or an existing park.
· Mr. Arya explained the game of cricket briefly and the need for a “pitch area”. The pitch size requirement is approximately 66 feet long and 10 feet wide. This area needs to be dirt or astro turf because of the bounce pitch.
· There was a brief question and answer period. Mr. Arya stated the club does have liability insurance. He also asked if it was possible to use some of Exton Park land before it is developed. The club would like to utilize some of these unused park areas and be able to host more games locally.
· Mr. Arya stated the clubs in the West Whiteland and Chester County area do not have a home field and must travel to Haverford College, Philadelphia and Oaks.

· Mr. DiRocco suggested Mr. Arya also contact the Chester County Park and Recreation Commission. 
4.) Monthly Report
· The report was submitted by Mrs. Hanel prior to the meeting. Mr. Feinberg asked for any comments or questions concerning the report.
· Mr. Feinberg commented that Nathan Breton had an Eagle Scout project he submitted a few months ago. Mr. Feinberg said the Commission is keeping the agenda open for Nathan. The Commission is waiting to hear back from him.

5.) Commissioner Reports
a.) Invasive Plant Initiative – Mrs. Karger sent a memo prior to the meeting via email on the creation of a sub-committee for the Study of Miller Park Wetlands. The memo outlined the following:
· Creation of the subcommittee for the study of Miller Park Wetlands.
· Purpose of the committee – such as identification of plants and a proposal for an initial pilot project to address these findings.
· Proposal - would address controlling invasive plants in particular and how to protect native plants. 

· Ongoing education for the residents on the need to protect open space after it is set aside and how to identify and control them.
· Ongoing communication with the Parks Superintendent concerning these findings.

· Method – Mrs. Karger listed the manner in which she would implement these ideas.
· Action – Mrs. Karger requested the PRC give their approval for her to move forward with the formation of the subcommittee under the oversight of the PRC. 
After Mrs. Karger presented her plan Mr. Feinberg asked for comments from the PRC. Mr. Feinberg then deferred the rest of the discussion to the Goals and Objectives for the Commission later in the meeting.

b.) January 23, 2007 Board of Supervisors Meeting – Mrs. Karger attended this meeting and reported to the PRC. She said that the Departmental Annual Reports for 2006 were presented and they were all very good. Mr. Feinberg reminded the other PRC members that he would like a commitment to attend the BOS meetings throughout the year. 

c.) Biodiesel for West Whiteland – Chair Feinberg’s report was included in the PRC packets.  In summary, he reported:
· The report summarized a survey of municipalities, PRPS & NRPA and their use and research into biodiesel.

· Real benefit is the cleaner exhaust and use of renewable resources.
· Need grant to help with the costs, but the costs is not that much higher.
· Need a good storage and central fueling location.
· It may be possible to combine with other groups (school district, municipalities) in the area.

· Supervisor Choper and Supervisor Snyder both commented that the board continues to favor research into this project.

· Mr. Feinberg shared the Energy Cooperative web site with the Commission, www.theenergy.coop

6.) Parks 
a.) Boot Road Park 
· Mr. McNitt, Assoc. Professor of Soil Sciences from Penn State Extension, visited the BRP site on January 9. Mr. McNitt’s written report was included in the PRC meeting packet for review. Mr. Feinberg read the summary of the report.
· Spring evaluation of lawn areas to determine compliance with specifications, playability and safety (H.A. Thomson, risk management consultants, will re-inspect the park as part of this spring evaluation).
· PRC will inspect fields prior to March 20 meeting and make a recommendation to BOS regarding the opening of the Park.
· Supervisor Choper explained to the guests some of the issues concerning the delay in the opening of the park. These issues, particularly the punch list items that are not completed and the state of the fields, must be resolved before the Township takes ownership. Partial possession is not acceptable.
Mr. Feinberg asked for further comments or questions. Mr. Peterson, resident of the Woodlands expressed his frustration especially at the “rock situation” and how it became a problem. He said the developer and Township missed the opportunity to put good topsoil down and seed it. This has delayed the park opening a whole year. Mr. Feinberg said this problem had been disclosed. Action was taken to remediate the situation.
Mr. Choper said that professionals had been hired to do the design and to oversee the construction. The Township staff and Supervisors are also frustrated with the situation. Mr. DiRocco said that the Township is working hard to resolve these issues with the contractor.
b.) Batting Cages – Enclosed in the PRC meeting packet was an informational email from the Township’s risk management consultants concerning safety issues related to batting cages.
c.) Patriots Trail – This is a proposed trail link from Valley Forge National Park to the Paoli Massacre site primarily via the Chester Valley Trail. This link could potentially pass through Exton Park. Mr. Michael, Chester County Planner met with Mrs. Hanel and Mrs. Karger concerning this project. He is looking for a letter of support from West Whiteland. Mr. Feinberg recommended there be further study and discussion before a recommendation can be made. It may be necessary to invite Mr. Michael to meet with the PRC to answer questions. Mr. DiRocco requested Mrs. Hanel send Mr. Michael’s proposal to the Historical Commission and Planning Commission for their review before the next PRC meeting.
7.) Old Business 
a.) 2007 Goals and Objectives 
The PRC reviewed the 2006 Goals and Objectives – most of these were met.
· Mr. Feinberg suggested five or six as a manageable number for the 2007 G & O.
· Mrs. Karger said some of the G & O are “running goals” to be continued from year to year:

· Attend Park and Recreation events
· Attend BOS meetings

· Continue efforts to update 1992 Open Space Plan and Official Map.

· Some objectives and goals may be “personal” ones. Some examples are listed below:
· Investigate use of alternative fuels for the Township – S. Feinberg

· Form Wetlands Subcommittee – M. Karger

· Attend Friends of the Park meetings – T. DiRocco

· Some suggestions to the G & O list for 2007 were as follows:

1.) Attend the PRPS Conference in March, 2007
2.) Conduct a Park Clean Up Day in conjunction PA Great Clean Up ( April 21)

3.) Attend the new member orientation (This has been completed)
4.) Expand Parks and Recreation information on Township web site. Mrs. Hanel will be PRC contact for relaying ideas.

5.) Meet with other Park and Recreation Boards (undecided)
6.) Invasive Plant Research (see personal goals M. Karger)

7.) Attend BOS meetings

8.) PRC attend Exton Pond Dam meetings and participate as a stakeholder (Mr. Feinberg said this could be a personal goal if one member steps forward to be the liaison for the PRC and have continuity at the meetings.)
b.) Attendance at Board of Supervisors’ meetings – PRC will email Ms. Gottesfeld their availability.
8.) New Business 
a.) PRPS Conference; Citizen Board Symposium March 25, 2007 – The following PRC members have asked Mrs. Hanel to register them for the conference, Mr. Feinberg, Mrs. Karger, Mr. Kumbhardare. Deadline for registration is March 19.
b.) Earth Day Update – This event is being held on April 23 in Miller Park. Activity Coordinators and schools are all on board.
9.) Adjournment – Mrs. Karger moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kumbhardare. Chair Feinberg adjourned the meeting at 9:39 PM.
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice K. Gottesfeld
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