
WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Minutes of the Meeting
March 20, 2007
Members present: Chairman, Stewart Feinberg, Vice Chair, Tom DiRocco, Mermie Karger, Raju Kumbhardare, Dave Bove and Robin Conlon
Staff present: Carolyn Hanel, Director of Parks and Recreation, Ed Culp, Parks Superintendent, Janice Gottesfeld, Adm. Asst.
Guests present: Township Supervisors Keith Choper and Diane Snyder, Mary Grace Rainey, Ritch Pickering, Todd Peterson, Vic Arya, Joe Paul, Bhanu Prakash, Jim Juric & Jaclyn Stine (interested in the Commission)
1.) Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance – Chairman Feinberg called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Mr. Feinberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
2.) Approval of the Minutes for February 20, 2007 – Mr. DiRocco requested a change in the Minutes under #3 Public Comment. Mr. Feinberg asked for a motion to approve the Minutes as corrected. Mr. DiRocco moved that the February Minutes be approved as corrected and presented. Mermie Karger seconded the motion and the February Minutes were approved unanimously. 
3.) Meeting Format Changes – Mr. Feinberg initiated this discussion.
a.) A suggestion was made that meetings be moved up a half hour earlier to accommodate some of the PRC members. Mr. Kumbhardare moved that the time be changed from 7 pm to 6:30 pm for the PRC monthly meetings. The motion passed unanimously. Mrs. Hanel stated she would look into advertising this change in the newspaper and also anywhere on the Township website where it might be posted.
b.) Mrs. Hanel will present the budget report quarterly.

c.) Mr. Feinberg suggested that any reports be submitted in writing in advance for the Commission to review.

d.) A suggestion was made that members check their emails the week before the meeting.

e.) It was suggested that if a member has something to present to the rest of the Commission that requires a lot of discussion by the members to please let Ms. Gottesfeld know ahead of time for placement on the agenda.

f.) Mr. Feinberg asked at this time if there were any additions to the agenda. Mrs. Hanel requested an item from the Exton Little League be placed under New Business.

4.) Public Comment - Mr. Arya had attended the February PRC meeting requesting an area for a cricket field. Mr. Arya returned to discuss the possibility of leasing a few acres of land at the undeveloped Exton Park.

· Mr. Arya presented some potential locations at Exton Park.
· Mr. Arya outlined that the Cricket league is getting quotes at this time for having a “pitch” installed. This would involve a 90ft x 8ft area. The rest is left as grass. 
· Mr. Culp pointed out that the area behind the Pennypacker House stays wet all year and there is a pipeline running through it.
· Mrs. Hanel said the cricket field would have to be removed when the development of the park began. This could be a potential problem. 

· Mrs. Karger said individuals are not allowed to use the park, where “organized groups” may be allowed. This does not seem fair.

· Mr. Arya said his league did have insurance.

· It was suggested to review the Master Plan of Exton Park to possibly include cricket fields.
· Several PRC members discussed the lease issue concluding that everything else is moot if there is no lease arrangement. The overall consensus was that the Commission did not support leasing any land in Exton Park.

5.) Commissioner Reports
a.) Bartlett Tree Seminar – Mrs. Karger submitted a written report prior to the meeting. Mrs. Karger highlighted some of the issues in the report. Mrs. Karger urged the Commission to read the report and think about these issues and their relevance to the Township. 
· The seminar ideas can be taken advantage of in the recommendations for the Ship Road Park improvements.
· Mrs. Snyder added that the Planning Commission has requested developers to not plant ash trees because of the ash borer issue. The Township requires 50% of native plantings. 

b.) Miller Park Wetlands –Mrs. Karger submitted a written report prior to the meeting. Mrs. Karger has recruited a few volunteers to work with her on this project. Mrs. Karger researched how the scouts could possibly participate in this project. The Boy Scouts have merit badges and the Girl Scouts have a “Get with the Land” program. 
c.) BOS Meeting – Mrs. Karger stated the most important issue was what will be the next step in the Exton Pond Dam issue. Mr. Choper stated there will be a public meeting on March 22. No time has been set; it is scheduled as the third meeting of the evening.

d.) Friends of the Park Meeting – Mr. DiRocco reported on the February 7 meeting. He stated it was basically an update on sponsorship and performers. Year to date the Committee has collected $4500; the total budgeted revenue is $22,000. Mr. DiRocco asked if the PRC members have any ideas for sponsorship to please share these with the FOP Committee or Ms. Gottesfeld..
6.) Monthly Reports – Mrs. Hanel presented her report and asked if the Commission had any questions. Mr. DiRocco requested an update on snow removal and how that was impacting the budget. Mrs. Hanel stated it does not impact the Parks and Recreation budget as the labor costs are reimbursed through the Liquid Fuels Fund.
Mrs. Hanel said there will be a meeting on March 23 at 11:00 am at BRP to inspect the fields and review the punch list items with Schoor DePalma and H T Sweeney. Mrs. Hanel invited the PRC to attend. She suggested the PRC schedule a time to inspect the fields as soon as possible. 
7.) Parks
a.) Boot Road Park 
· Letter to HT Sweeney and meeting notes from Feb. 28 meeting were included in the meeting packet.
· H T Sweeney responded to the March 7 letter from Schoor DePalma with a schedule for meeting punch list items. They also requested the March 23 meeting at BRP.
· Mrs. Karger said it appeared in reviewing the information if the punch list is completed a June open date is reasonable. 
· Mr. Peterson, guest, stated there were roughly 100 days until June 30. He questioned what is going to take 100 days to complete and get the park open. Mrs. Hanel said there is nothing on the punch list that cannot be completed in 100 days. Mr. Peterson expressed concern that he did not see any urgency by Schoor DePalma or the Township in getting the park open. Mrs. Hanel assured him the Township wanted the park open last June. She reiterated some of the issues the Township faced. Mr. Peterson asked how he and the other residents of the Township could be kept up to date on the progress of the Park opening. He asked if there would be written reports or web site information made available. Mrs. Hanel said she would discuss it with the Township Manager.
b.) Exton Park Dam – Enclosed in the PRC meeting packet was a memo and chart prepared by Mrs. Hanel and Mr. Roscioli evaluating the three options outlined from Dr. Givler concerning the dam. Mrs. Hanel said that she and Public Works Director, Joe Roscioli favored option #3, which involves re-directing the stream that feeds the pond to reduce the volume of stormwater in the pond. A brief discussion followed. 
c.) Ship Road Park RFP – Mr. Feinberg distributed some notes on the RFP made by Supervisor Choper. Mrs. Karger presented her report on the Ship Road Park Master Plan landscaping and gave recommendations based on her experience at the Bartlett Tree seminar. Ms. Conlon requested two items be added to the RFP. In section Task 1. Project Initiation under 1.b. include “and area residents”. In Task 2. Prepare Parking and Internal Circulation Plan at the end of 2. c. add “In this light every effort will be made to combine the play/recreational areas harmoniously with the natural areas. Considering the best use of a variety of native plants with the longest blooming season.”  
8.) Old Business 
a.) 2007 Goals and Objectives 
The PRC reviewed the Goals and Objectives.
· Mr. Feinberg restated the PRC’s three general goals from 2006:
· Attend Park and Recreation events
· Attend BOS meetings

· Continue efforts to update 1992 Open Space Plan and Official Map.

· The Individual or “personal” goals agreed to for 2007:
· Investigate use of alternative fuels for the Township – S. Feinberg

· Form Wetlands Subcommittee – M. Karger

· Attend Friends of the Park meetings – T. DiRocco

· Mr. Feinberg asked for a general discussion on the 8 suggestions from the Feb. meeting. Mrs.Karger suggested adding “promote walking in the Township” to the listing.
· 2007 Goals and Objectives Finalized:

1.) Attend Park and Recreation Events

2.) Attend BOS Meetings

3.) Attend new member orientation

4.) Attend the PRPS convention

5.) Promote Walking

6.) Personal Goals

b.) Attendance at Board of Supervisors’ meetings – Ms. Conlon stated she would attend the May 8th meeting.
c.) Updated Mission Statement – Tabled until April meeting.

9.) New Business 
a.) ELL and Meadowbrook Manor field damage – Mrs. Hanel and Ed Culp, Parks Superintendent presented the issue of field damage to the PRC. The ELL had presented an estimate for repairing the fields with an outside contractor for $1500. Mr. Culp said he felt his staff could make these repairs for less money. It was decided to offer the Parks dept. services to repair this damage to the ELL. Mr. Juric, guest offered a suggestion that ELL contact WSLL and borrow their Cushman equipment to repair the damage. Chair Feinberg concluded at this point the proposed estimate and repair by an outside contractor was not necessary. The PRC was in agreement.
b.) Patriots Trail –Mrs. Hanel is waiting for Mr. Michael from the Chester County Planning Commission to get back to her with his availability to meet with the Planning and Historic Commissions.
c.) Kistler Landscaping - There had been some communication issues with Mr. Kistler. He has received the memo from TCA and will address these issues and meet with Mrs. Hanel. Mr. Kistler is still very interested in doing the project. The Supervisors asked that Mrs. Hanel let TCA know that any contact with Mr. Kistler and his company will not be paid for by the Township.
d.) Eagle Scout Project – Chair Feinberg opened a discussion concerning communication with potential Eagle Scout candidates concerning their projects. Mr. Kumbhardare said he felt the commission had done everything correctly in this situation. Chair Feinberg suggested using milestones to proceed. Mrs. Hanel said the Eagle Scout Policy was put to the test.
10.) Adjournment – Mr. DiRocco moved to adjourn the meeting. Chair Feinberg adjourned the meeting at 9:20 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,
Janice K. Gottesfeld
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